
 
    

  
   

 
             

            

        
 

       

             
  

         
  
        

  
 

 
        
        

        
      

       
      
      

      
      

  
     

     

    
     

     

 
      

 
         

            

              
          

    
 

    

   
    

   
        

 

Minute  
Hi toric State Capitol Commi  ion 

Quarterly Meeting 
July 9, 2015 

Minute of the Regular Meeting of the Commi  ioner of the Hi toric State Capitol 
Commi  ion, held pur uant to due notice, at State Capitol, Room 2040, Sacramento, 

California on Thur day, April 9, 2015 at 9:05am PST. 

Commi  ioner Pre ent Commi  ioner Ab ent 
Pre iding: Dick Cowan, Chair Cathy Garrett 
Roberta Deering 

Nancy Lenoil (Melodi Ander en attending) 
Greg Luca  
Paula Peper 

Julianne Polanco 

Vi itor  
Alex King, California State Capitol Mu eum Volunteer A  ociation 
Bob Dreyer, California State Capitol Mu eum Volunteer A  ociation 

Bill White, California State Capitol Mu eum Volunteer A  ociation 
Jeff T uruoka, Department of General Service  

Matt Bellah, State Park , State Capitol Mu eum 
Jack Striegel, Department of Veteran Affair  
Mirtha Villarreal, Department of Veteran Affair  

Danielle Chapman, Department of Veteran Affair  
Sergio Mondragon-Lopez, Department of Veteran Affair  

John Sue en , Quadriga 
Dan Vi nich, California Capitol Hi toric Pre ervation Society 
Curti Raulinaiti . A  emblyman Wilk’ office 

Geanie Holling worth, A  embly Rule  
Edward (la t name?), A  emblyman McCarthy’ office 
Mark Ro  ow, A  emblyman Garcia’ office 

Koren Benoit, Executive Director and recording  ecretary 

I. CALL  O ORDER; ROLL CALL; IN RODUC ION OF VISI ORS 

Chairman Cowan called the meeting to order at 9:05 am. The recording  ecretary 

read the roll. All vi itor were a ked to introduce them elve . The new Senate 
appointee, Paula Peper, and the new State Hi toric Pre ervation Officer, Julianne 

Polanco, provided brief background . 

II. APPROVAL OF MINU ES 

Motion: M . Deering 
2nd: M . Ander on 

Approved: Ye  
Action: To approve the April 2015 meeting minute . 
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III. SPECIAL PRESEN A IONS 

A. Ronald Reagan Statue 

Curti Raulinaiti , with A  emblyman Wilk’ office, provided an update on the Reagan 
 tatue. The  tatue wa in talled in the lower rotunda on Friday, June 19 and the 
unveiling ceremony took place on Monday, June 22. M . Benoit di tributed copie of 

the Sacramento Bee article on the ceremony. Commi  ion member empha ized the 
need for the Ronald Reagan Foundation to retain adequate fund for maintenance. A 
duplicate  tatue will be in talled in the Ronald Reagan Pre idential Library in the fall. 

The former  tatue, Columbu  a  a Young Man, will be relocated. 

B. Mexican-American Veterans Memorial Beautification and Enhancement Project 

Jack Striegel and Mirtha Villarreal with Cal Vet and John Sue en with Quadriga 
provided Commi  ion member a pre entation on planned improvement to the 

Mexican-American Veteran Memorial. Mr. Sue en di tributed drawing . They are 
pur uing an “additive alternate”; i.e. three monetary pha e where each pha e 

appear a though it i fini hed (Ba e Project - $300,000, Community Wall, Mother Wall, 
Full Project [land caping and  ite improvement ]). The overall de ign i ba ed on an 
intentional de tination concept a oppo ed to an accidental one. Quadriga ha  

made  ome fabric change ; for example, the wall will be ca t  tone in tead of white 
granite. The ca t  tone will match the Unruh building façade (the wall of the Vietnam 

Veteran Memorial are al o ca t  tone). Decorative notche on top of the wall will 
di courage  kateboarder . The location of the Medal of Honor li ting will allow for up to 
61 additional name . The height of ‘El Soldado’ will not change. Member di cu  ed 

the propo ed planting program, which include an awarene  of maintenance 
concern and water u e re triction but doe not include the u e of ground cover . 
M . Deering reque ted a copy of the planting li t. 

Motion: M . Deering 
2nd: Mr. Luca  

Approved: Ye  
Action: To approve the concept and pha ing a pre ented with the caveat 

of looking more in-depth at the planting while valuing the hi torical 

land cape. 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Senate and Assembly Facilities 

Bob Ruffner and Geanie Holling worth reported that the new Wi-Fi acce  point have 

been in talled in the Legi lative Chamber , 1 t floor committee room , leader hip office  
and ba ement to provide better coverage and more  ecure and fa ter  ervice. 
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M . Holling worth informed member that e timate for relocating two hi toric pillar to 
the We t entrance came in too high and they are looking at variou co t- aving 

mea ure to bring the expen e clo er to their original e timate of $86,000 (approx. 
$30,000 in potential  aving ). 

The lower level cafeteria i being gutted and rede igned, including the eating area , 
and will include new furniture and carpet. Joint Rule i looking at a “Farm-to-Fork” 
theme. The new vendor will provide catering  ervice for the building’ occupant . 

Joint Rule i having a difficult time obtaining bid . 

B. Department of General Services (DGS) 

Jeff T uruoka provided an update on variou memorial . The American Portugue e 
Veteran group ha final drawing on hand, but they are  till in the fundrai ing mode; 

they need $85,000. There wa nothing to report on the Search and Re cue, Firefighter’  
or Genocide memorial . M . Benoit updated member on SJR 4 (Sally Ride Statue). 

DGS ha almo t completed the Governor’ Office energy upgrade. The upgrade  
include LED lighting, motion  en or , and wirele   witche . The upgrade co t approx. 

$500,000. DGG ha applied for a SMUD rebate. 

Mr. T uruoka reported on behalf of Kathy Jacob on regarding the California Federation 
of Women’ Club tree tag propo al. They are  till rai ing fund . M . Benoit will draft a 
letter to the Federation reque ting clarification on the current plan . 

Repair to the 2nd floor We t portico door by Blue Line Engineering will begin Monday, 
July 20th . Work will be done on  ite and  hould take approx. three day . Modification  

are being made to the Ea t Annex re troom ( imilar to We t Wing with low flow toilet ) 
although the Annex re troom require more phy ical alteration . 

The Governor’ office ha convened a group of profe  ional to addre  the bare area  
in Capitol Park that u ed to be planted with annual . DGS will u e cardboard and 

mulch to protect the area for future planting . Mr. T uruoka will provide the 
Commi  ion with a copy of the arbori t’ current report on the park. Mr. Cowan 

 ugge ted rethinking the zoning in order to  ave the tree in Capitol Park, and a ked Mr. 
T uruoka to return with recommended zoning and control for tree irrigation. 

C. California State Parks/State Capitol Museum 

Matt Bellah reported that Member will be treated to a tour of the new exhibit “Called 

to Action: California’ Role in WWII” by gue t curator Dan Sebby. Mu eum  taff i  
working with State Library  taff on in talling a portion of their Panama Pacific 
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International Exhibit (PPIE) at the State Fair, along with element from the library’  
collection. The current exhibit i now on the mu eum’ web ite. 

D. California State Capitol Museum Volunteer Association 

M . Benoit provided member copie of the final de ign of the penny  ma her  ouvenir 
machine along with four de ign propo al . The A  ociation will retain 50% of the 
proceed ; the company take care of maintenance and in urance. Member  

approved the four de ign but  ugge ted that the machine be  tained darker. Bob 
Dreyer, Volunteer A  ociation Pre ident, provided an overview of the volunteer 
a  ociation and indicated that a new training  e  ion will  tart in June/ July with 19 

applicant . September 9 i Admi  ion Day and the October living hi tory event will 
celebrate Women’ Suffrage. Mr. King a ked about  ignage at the We t North and 

South door alerting vi itor to the entrance pavilion . 

V. Goals 

1. Develop a practical and appropriate mechani m to achieve the completion of the 

Capitol Park Ma ter Plan – Chair Cowan reported that he will draft the RFP for project 
manager candidate . Fund will be held by Legi lative Coun el on behalf of the 
Commi  ion, and contract will be drafted and reviewed by Legi lative Coun el, but 

held by the Commi  ion. 
2. Su tain outreach and vi ibility of the Commi  ion – M . Benoit will continue to  end 

out quarterly memo to member . The 2014 annual report wa di tributed in June. 
3. Continue collaboration with other agencie on Capitol View Protection and creation 

of a monument di trict - no update to report at thi time. Mr. Luca mentioned 

broadening the propo al to included  tate-wide  tate-owned propertie . 
4. Statuary policy – nothing to report. 

VI. Capitol Art Program 

M . Benoit updated member on variou project : 

The Contemporary Art Show i to be in talled on July 10th. There are 28 Senator  

participating. A catalogue i being produced. 

A Frederick Butman painting in the Capitol Art Program’ loan collection i included in 

an exhibit at the Nevada Mu eum of Art on Lake Tahoe. The  how will run from Augu t 
22, 2015 – January 10, 2016 and record the hi tory of Lake Tahoe, Donner Pa  and the 

 urrounding Sierra, the large t  urvey of the region to date. KNPB public televi ion i  
producing a documentary on the exhibit and behind-the- cene ; a part of the 
documentary, they filmed the de-in tallation of the Butman painting. The film will 

include interview with M . Benoit, the Nevada Mu eum of Art regi trar and an Atthowe 
 poke per on. 
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A new cla  of Mu eum volunteer i currently undergoing training. M . Benoit will 

provide training on the art and furni hing collection the week of Augu t 10th . 

M . Benoit met with former A  emblywoman Sunny Mojonnier regarding the Women in 
California Politic (WICP), a 501.c.3 non-profit private operating foundation that aim to 
pre erve the hi tory of the fir t 100 year of women elected to  erve in the California 

Legi lature. M . Mojonnier, who i  pearheading the effort, i obtaining oral hi torie . 
Vi it WICP100.org for more information. 

DGS ha extended their agreement with Northern California Art Con ervator thru June 
30, 2016 to complete Pha e II (written condition report, treatment received, and 

propo ed treatment with photo documentation) for 22 governor ’ portrait . 

VII. Miscellaneous 

Mr. Cowan reported that he ha not been able to identify a  tate agency that could 

publi h John Wor ley’ manu cript on the re toration project, but the American In titute 
of Architect ha agreed to take it to their board. Mr. Luca i in di cu  ion with the 
California Hi torical Society. 

M . Benoit reported on the Caltran negative project. Mr. Luca informed member  

that he ha received funding for a pre ervation department and a pre ervation 
librarian. She al o informed member that DGS Office of Public Affair ha uploaded on 
their web ite a  pecial  tory on the in ectary. 

M . Benoit provided an update on the Archive and flag project . Legi lative Coun el 
ha provided informal advice concerning the hi toric flag . In a nut hell, it wa not 

po  ible to definitely a certain owner hip of the flag due to the fact that there are no 
document tracing each flag and there are no California  tatute that  pecifically 

an wer the que tion of owner hip. The Military Department i the  tate agency that 
mo t logically bear re pon ibility for the collection, ba ed on the general  tatutory 
 cheme in the Military and Veteran Code. There i  ome re pon ibility on the part of 

State Park . A for the Archive project, both the Legi lature and State Park are 
working on identifying tho e object /item that  hould be removed from the Archive . 

There are a few item  till to be addre  ed. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

Nothing to report. 

IX. ADJOURNMEN  

The meeting wa adjourned at 11:00 am. The next quarterly meeting i  cheduled for 
Thur day, October 8, 2015. 


