
 

    

  

   

 

               

               

       

 

 

    

 

       

   

        

        

     

 

 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

        

        

    

    

      

 

       

 

         

                  

        

 

    

   

    

  

         

 

 

 

 

Minute  

Hi toric State Capitol Commi  ion 

Quarterly Meeting 

January 8, 2015 

Minute of the Regular Meeting of the Commi  ioner of the Hi toric State Capitol Commi  ion, held 

pur uant to due notice, at the California State Capitol, Room 113, Sacramento, California on Thur day, 

January 8, 2015 at 9:03 am PST. 

Pre iding: Dick Cowan, Chair 

Commi  ioner Pre ent 

Cathy Garrett 

Nancy Lenoil 

Greg Luca  

Jay Correia (for Carol Roland-Nawi) 

Vi itor  

Tere a Kaneko, Department of General Service  

Jeff T uruoka, Department of General Service  

Karen Lott, Department of General Service  

Le lie Sakai-Ne ley, Department of General Service  

Jim Bee ley, Department of General Service  

Le Strike, Department of General Service  

Kathy Jacob on, Department of General Service  

John Allen, State Park /State Capitol Mu eum 

Alex King, California State Capitol Mu eum Volunteer A  ociation 

Bob Dreyer, California State Capitol Mu eum Volunteer A  ociation 

Bob Ruffner, Senate Facilitie  

John Feliz, A  embly Facilitie  

Paula Peper, member of the public 

Koren Benoit, Executive Director and recording  ecretary 

I. CALL  O ORDER; ROLL CALL; IN RODUC ION OF VISI ORS 

Chairman Cowan called the meeting to order at 9:03 am. The recording  ecretary read the roll. All 

vi itor were a ked to introduce them elve . 

II. APPROVAL OF MINU ES 

Motion: M . Lenoil 

2nd: M . Garrett 

Approved: Ye  

Action: To approve the October 2014 meeting minute . 
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III. SPECIAL PRESEN A IONS 

A. Volunteer Association 

Outgoing California State Capitol Mu eum Volunteer A  ociation pre ident Alex King reported on the 

fir t year of di playing period decorated Chri tma tree in the hi toric Governor’ office, ante room and 

Trea urer’ office, and  hared photo . He reviewed the volunteer a  ociation’ upcoming calendar of 

event , including Camellia Day, Mu eum Day and Earthquake Day. Mr. King al o provided an update on 

funding project for the mu eum room . Member reviewed the penny  ma her propo al and agreed 

to review further and di cu  at the April meeting. If approved, a maximum of four image will need to 

be  elected. 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Senate and Assembly Facilities 

John Feliz and Bob Ruffner reported on the Wi-Fi infra tructure update previou ly di cu  ed at the 

October meeting. The Wi-Fi acce  point cover mea ure approx. 7”  quare and will be painted to 

match the ceiling . Arti an Beate Bruhl will do faux painting on tho e cover that require it. Location  

identified in the Senate Chamber are well hidden. The cover are due to be delivered in mid-January. 

John Feliz reported that Carey & Company have completed  ite drawing for the two hi toric pillar , 

which have been forwarded to Cathy Garrett. They are going with a camphor ba e “bell footing”. M . 

Garrett a ked about the time frame – document  hould be done within a week, then vendor and co t 

e timate and  chedule – before June. M . Benoit will check when the la t letter wa  ent to the retreat; 

if nece  ary,  end a follow-up letter. A  urvey crew i heading to the retreat on Friday. The following 

Tue day, a geotechnical crew will take  oil  ample . Pha e 2 will include re toration – finial, interpretive 

plaque and decorative ironwork. The project will al o include complete clean-up, fence repair, and 

po  ible planting . 

A  embly Rule i working on getting member  ettled and dealing with variou Annex repair . 

B. Department of General Services 

Tere a Kaneko introduced two new employee – Karen Lott and Le lie Sakai-Ne ley. DGS i working on 

repairing weather damage to the We t Wing 2nd floor portico door ; they are in contact with the vendor 

who worked on the Library and Court building. Central  hop i working on the re troom door and 

ba eboard (ongoing project). They have been  hort on painter , but  hould re ume project in 30 day  

or  o. DGS i working with the Portugue e American Veteran Memorial Committee (Eddie Maria). They 

 hared propo ed new bench de ign for the All Veteran Memorial, which will entail removing the 

current metal benche and replacing them with granite benche . 
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Mr. Luca  poke with Bill Emmer on (author of AB 136 Search and Re cue Memorial). He i fine with not 

replicating Half Dome, a wa originally  ugge ted, and i happy to  upport whatever the Commi  ion 

recommend . The Search and Re cue repre entative want a “wow” factor. The memorial i on hold 

until the Ma ter Plan i completed. The Native American Memorial bill died (SB 1324). Member  

di cu  ed the re pon e from the Firefighter Foundation in an wer to que tion a ked at a previou  

walkthrough concerning their propo al to alter the exi ting Firefighter Memorial. Still to be determined 

i how to deal with name in perpetuity; perhap decrea e font  ize, but that might be an ADA i  ue. 

DGS  tated that it i ea ier to maintain memorial that are flat rather than upright. It wa agreed that 

we would have Legi lative Coun el re-examine their opinion and u e of the word “modification” – the 

foundation add name every year which doe n’t require legi lation. 

Motion: Greg Luca  

2nd: Cathy Garrett 

Approved: Ye  

Action: Communicate with foundation folk that the Legi lative Coun el opinion doe not 

affect adding name ; need other option . Mr. Luca will draft the letter. 

DGS reported that the Governor’ energy a  e  ment i done; wa to addre  a lighting retrofit for the 

“hor e hoe” and include upgrade to LED . The mock-up in one office wa too bright,  o DGS i going 

back to the drawing board. The co t of the new lighting plan are too high,  o they are re-examining the 

project. 

Le Strike reported on the replacement Liberty Bell plaque. The new plaque will be  lightly  maller than 

the original plaque (16 x 16 v . 16.5 x 18) and will take  everal month to replicate before they can 

in tall. Mr. Strike will take photo of the new in tallation; it i planned to  end the original to the 

Archive . Park activity include taking down the Chri tma tree, pruning camphor tree in the traffic 

circle, and checking the irrigation  y tem. The park did not  uffer any  ignificant  torm damage, nor i  

there any change to the area already damaged by the drought. 

C. California State Parks/State Capitol Museum 

John Allen reported on behalf of Matt Bellah. The mu eum i looking to breathe new life into the 

Panama Pacific International exhibit di play. A new exhibit on WWII and California will open in late 

May. Mr. Bellah i working with CHP on handling the di play of weaponry and bringing them into the 

Capitol building. Mr. Allen agreed to look for hi toric photo of the In ectary to include on the propo ed 

 ignage. Member di cu  ed where to put the plaque and interpretive  ignage. It wa decided to 

proceed with only the National Regi ter  ignage for now. M . Benoit will work with Jay Correia on text 

and co t e timate . M . Benoit will follow up with Mr. Bella on que tion regarding out ide exhibit 

reque t , the mu eum’ ‘laundry li t’ of repair , and updating contact information on the mu eum’  

web ite. 
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V. Goals 

1. Develop a practical and appropriate mechani m to achieve the completion of the Capitol Park 

Ma ter Plan – Chair Cowan provided an update to member , on behalf of the Steering Committee; 

the committee meet the following day;  taff ha interviewed for the project manager po ition; Chair 

Cowan will  end the contract draft to member for their review; the Governor’ office have ok’d the 

initiation document, provided there i a good di cu  ion on which entity will manage the park after 

the plan i put into place. CEQA  tatu i  till unknown. 

2. Su tain outreach and vi ibility of the Commi  ion – Communication concerning the Ma ter Plan 

will be  ent to all Legi lator in January; M . Benoit will continue to  end out quarterly memo to 

member . 

3. Continue collaboration with other agencie on Capitol View Protection and creation of a 

Monument di trict –Chair Cowan reported that A  emblyman Ken Cooley ha a draft bill going 

to Legi lative Coun el for review. 

4. Complete and  ee adopted guideline for a  tatuary policy – M . Benoit updated member on the 

Reagan  tatue. 

VI. Capitol Art Program 

M . Benoit updated member on variou project . The completion of con ervation a  e  ment on the 

Governor’ portrait i  till up in the air, pending funding approval. The Schwarzenegger portrait wa  

hung in early December. A label i  till needed on the frame. Upon Rule approval, a memo will be  ent 

to all Senate member , informing them of the 2015-16 contemporary art  how. The propo al for 

interpretive  ignage for the lower rotunda Mathew mural are on hold until the Reagan  tatue i  

in talled. There i a  mall  ection of mi  ing marble on the Columbu  tatue; M . Benoit ha  reque ted 

recommendation for marble arti an . 

VII. Miscellaneous 

Kathy Jacob on provided an update on the tree tag propo al. The  pon oring group ha  rai ed $8000; 

they need $16,000 + to cover labor co t. DGS can provide a map and guidance with  cheduling. 

Member  ugge ted that if money i tight, they could ju t tag three hundred  pecie rather than all of 

them, or reduce the tagging from all to tho e tree that are unu ual. M . Peper a ked about micro 

chipping tree . 

Chair Cowan indicated that he would di cu  printing option with Mr. Luca concerning the Wor ley 

manu cript. M . Benoit i keeping informed on Mike Ca ey’ widow’ potential donation to the State 

Archive . Roberta Deering ha been recommended to replace Lui Sanchez a a Senate appointee. 
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M . Lenoil reported that January 5th mark the 165th anniver ary of the  igning of the fir t law enacted in 

California: Statue of 1850, Chapter 1: An Act Concerning the Public Archive . The law e tabli hed the 

State Archive on January 5, 1850. 

Jeff T uruoka  ugge ted DGS look into program that would maintain the genetic integrity of tree in 

Capitol Park (i.e. the Moon Tree). Rather than replacing “like for like”, DGS would replace with a genetic 

image. Mr. T uruoka will explore the option with UCDavi . The program would be very advantageou , 

e pecially with the tree in the Civil War Grove. 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

M . Benoit provided an update on State Trea urer’  ecurity upgrade project and the CalTran negative  

at the State Library. 

Sugge ted  pecial pre entation for the April meeting include Shelly Willi , Executive Director and Public 

Art Program Director for the Sacramento Metropolitan Art Commi  ion and Chri Sneed with the State 

Trea urer’ office. 

VII. ADJOURNMEN  

The meeting wa adjourned at 11:25 am. 


